
Federal Ban on Texting for Commercial Truck Drivers

The Transportation Department said Tuesday it is prohibiting truck and bus drivers from 
sending text messages on hand-held devices while operating commercial vehicles.

The prohibition, which applies to drivers of interstate buses and trucks over 10,000 
pounds, is effective immediately, the department said in a statement. Truck and bus drivers 
who text while driving commercial vehicles may be subject to civil or criminal penalties of up 
to $2,750, the department said.

Nineteen states and the District of Columbia already prohibit all drivers from texting behind 
the wheel, according to the Governors Highway Safety Association. Another 10 states restrict 
texting by novice drivers.

Trucking and bus industry officials said they support the texting ban.


